

















ABOUT THE COMPOSER

MEYER KUPFERMAN was born in Manhattan in 1926. He received his education at
the High School of Music and Art and at Queens College. He is entirely self-taught
IN music composition. He has been Professor of Chamber Music and Composition
dt Sarah Lawrence College since 1951, where he also served as chairman of the
music department for four terms. Mr. Kupferman has been awarded grants and
fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the
Rockefeller Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the American
Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters. He is a virtuoso clarinetist who has
premiered over sixty solo and chamber works composed especially for him.
Kupferman is an unusually prolific composer and has an impressive output of
work in all forms: 7 operas, 12 symphonies, 9 ballets, 7 string quartets, 10
concerti and hundreds of chamber works. His strong interest in jazz has been
abundantly shown by such ‘classical-jazz’ compositions as Concerto for Cello and
Jazz Band, Sonata on Jazz Elements, Tunnels of Love, Adjustable Tears, Jazz
Infinities Three, Jazz String Quartet, and Moonflowers Baby, a solo clarinet jazz
work which has received international acclaim as a result of Charles Neidich's
spectacular performances throughout the Soviet Union, Europe, Japan, and the
LSA, all an integral part of his "Cycle of Infinities,” a series of concert works
evolved from the same | 2-tone row begun in 1962. He has received commissions
from the Saidenberg Little Symphony for his Little Symphony, from the Hudson
Valley Philharmonic for his Jazz Symphony in 1988 and Symphony No. 10, FDR in
1982, the Chappaqua Symphony for Wings of the Highest Tower,
commemorating the Centennial of the American Constitution, the Nassau
Symphony for a Double Clarinet Concerto and the Louisville Orchestra, which
commissioned and recorded his Fourth Symphony in 1956 The American
Composers Orchestra premiered his Challenger in 1984 and the Pro Arte
Orchestra of Boston recorded his Clarinet Concerto.for CRI.

A forty year retrospective of his keyboard music was performed during a nine
concert tour by pianist Christopher Vassiallades. Some of his experimental works in



tape-gestait form includes such pieces as Celestial City, Angel footprints, Superflute
and lllusions. Among his film scores are such pictures as Black like me, Halleluja
the Hills, and the Truman Capote film Trilogy, which includes the famous, A
Christmas Memory.

In the summer of 1990 the Lithuanian National Symphony recorded his "Jazz
Symphony” and “Challenger”(Soundspells Productions CD104). Mr. Kuplermadn
made the heroic trip to Lithuania for that purpose during the time of the Russian
blockade. In the 1991-92 season he celebrated his 65th year with the premiere of
his seventh opera, The Proscenium™ and several piano retrospectives with pianists
Morton Estrin, Kazuko Hayami, Svetlana Gorokhovich and Christopher
Vassiallades. Kupferman’s book, Atonal Jazz, a two volume, in-depth study of new
chromatic techniques in contemporary jazz will be released in 1992 by Dorn
Publications.

All music on this recording is published by Soundspells Productions. (ASCAP)

Other All Kupferman CD's available on Soundspells:

CD101 Kazuko Hayami plays Kupferman

CD102 Stanley Drucker and Naomi Drucker play Meyer Kupferman
CD103 Images of Chagall (with the Bronx Arts Ensemble)

CD104 Jazz Symphony and Challenger (Lithuanian National Symphony)
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THE MUSIC OF MEYER KUPFERMAN LASZO VARGA, CELLO
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1. 1/ Aristo Variations (18:20) 4. Blue Sonata (16:42)
2. 2] Night Voices (11:54) 4] Arietta (3:41)
3. 3| Dark Orpheus (12:58) 5] Centerpiece (4:05)
6] Blue Rondo (8:51)
SOMpacT Produced by John Yannelli -

This is a composer supervised recording. £
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